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Happy New Year to all our readers !

Dr Kanaksinh Karsandas Babla greets a patient at the Lions SightFirst Eye Hospital in Nairobi’s Loresho
after a cornea transplant.

Mr. Jayant V. Dutia, Managing Director of Al Salem Conversion Industries Ent. L.L.C receiving the
Ajman Industrial Excellence Silver award for "Best Local Major Factories", from H.H. Sheikh Ammar
Bin Humaid Bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, Ajman Crown Prince and Head of the Executive Council.
http://www.alsalemgroup.com/
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Editorial

Inside this issue

ABOUT TRUST BUILDINGS OF BHATIA
COMMUNITY IN MUMBAI
All the buildings belonging to various Trusts of Bhatia
philanthropists in Mumbai, are eligible and overdue for
redevelopment. Considering the present rules of
redevelopment, the new buildings in place of each existing
building can accommodate 4-5 times more number of
tenants.
Kanthi Bhatia Mahajan of Mumbai has successfully done it at
their Ghatkoper property.
If Trustees of all these 40+ buildings may sit together and
give a thought to the following concept, the results can be
wonderful. The concept – They come together and pull their
resources (Funds), then required funds for the redevelopment
of just one building will be easily met. This redeveloped
building can then accommodate tenants of 3 more buildings
of Bhatia Trusts. Of the vacated buildings now, one of the
buildings can be sold off at a market price and thus funds will
be available for the redevelopment of rest of the buildings.
The additional flats can fetch rent at a standards Municipal
rate or they can be out rightly sold to a Bhatia family. For such
sale, essential conditions can be worked out (like these flats
cannot be sold to a non-Bhatia and not even to Bhatia for
investment). This will generate a necessary cash flow to take
up the redevelopment of each building, one after another.
The likely challenges may be (1) who will bring the Trustees
of these 40+ Trust Buildings, together? (2) Who will prepare a
concept paper, Master Plan? (3) Who will convince these
Trustees? (4) Can a newly created common body “Association
of Bhatia Trust Buildings” be a viable option to carry out this
task?
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Shri Dar-e-salam Bhatia Mahajan welcomed
by GBF on December 24th, 2015 at CCI.

The benefits of such plan can be listed as (1) All the buildings
will be having ownership flats with modern amenities and the
tenants will be the most happy people. They constitute 50% of
the total population of Bhatias in Mumbai. The present
conditions are pitiable 9single room or one room kitchen and
common toilets. (2) The ownership of the property will
continue to remain with the Bhatia Trust. (3) The visible
poverty in these buildings will disappear. (4) Additional flats
can accommodate 3-4 times more number of Bhatia families.

Editor : Haridas Raigaga
Design & Layout : Dharmesh Gandhi
Advisor : Arun Bhatia

From left Haridas Raigaga, Ashwin Swali,
Ashwin Sampat, Nitin Dossa and
Shirish Anjaria
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Flowers In The Earth's Driest Desert
This Is What Happens When Rain Falls On The Earth’s Driest Desert
The Atacama desert in Chile is the driest non-polar desert on Earth, but even this seemingly
barren wasteland can burst with life under the right conditions. If the desert experiences heavy
rainfall during the Southern Hemisphere’s spring (October, November), the flowers ‘hibernating’
beneath its surface suddenly bloom with an explosion of color, eager to take advantage of the
rain.
This year’s bloom was brought on by the same weather patterns that spawned Hurricane Patricia,
the most powerful hurricane to make landfall on record. “The intensity of blooms this year has no
precedent,” Daniel Diaz, the National Tourism Service director in Atacama, told the EFE news
agency. “And the fact that it has happened twice in a same year has never been recorded in the
country’s history. We are surprised.
”Though Diaz attributes the extraordinary phenomenon to climate change, locals have been
thankful for the tourism boost the event has brought to the region. More than 20,000 tourists are
expected to visit the desert to see the extraordinary bloom. This isn’t the only place in the world
that gets desert blooms, however – these deserts in Utah experience a similar phenomenon.
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GAYATRI MANTRA Its Scientific Meaning
Gayatri mantra has been bestowed the greatest importance in
Vedic dharma. This mantra has also been termed as Savitri
and Ved-Mata, the mother of the Vedas.
Om bhur bhuvah swah
Tat savitur varenyam
Bhargo devasya dheemahi
Dhiyo yo nah prachodayat
The literal meaning of the mantra is:
O God! You are Omnipresent, Omnipotent and Almighty, You
are all Light. You are all Knowledge and Bliss. You are
Destroyer of fear, You are Creator of this Universe, You are the
Greatest of all. We bow and meditate upon Your light. You
guide our intellect in the right direction.
The mantra, however, has a great scientific importance too,
which somehow got lost in the literary tradition. The modern
astrophysics and astronomy tell us that our Galaxy called
Milky Way or Akash-Ganga contains approximately 100,000
million of stars. Each star is like our sun having its own planet
system. We know that the moon moves round the earth and
the earth moves round the sun along with the moon. All
planets round the sun. Each of the above bodies revolves
round at its own axis as well. Our sun along with its family
takes one round of the galactic center in 22.5 crore years. All
galaxies including ours are moving away at a terrific velocity of
20,000 miles per second and now the alternative scientific
meaning of the mantra step by step:
(A). OM BHUR BHUVAH SWAH:
Bhur the earth, bhuvah the planets (solar family), swah the
Galaxy. We observe that when an ordinary fan with a speed of
900 RPM (rotations Per minute) moves, it makes noise. Then,
one can imagine, what great noise would be created when the
galaxies move with a speed of 20,000 miles per second. This
is what this portion of the mantra explains that the sound
produced due to the fast-moving earth, planets and galaxies
is Om. The sound was heard during meditation by Rishi
Vishvamitra, who mentioned it to other colleagues. All of
them, then unanimously decided to call this sound Om the
name of God, because this sound is available in all the three
periods of time, hence it is set (permanent). Therefore, it was
the first ever revolutionary idea to identify formless God with a
specific title (form) called upadhi. Until that time, everybody
recognized God as formless and nobody was prepared to
accept this new idea. In the Gita also, it is said, "Omiti
ekaksharam brahma", meaning that the name of the Supreme
is Om , which contains only one syllable (8/12). This sound
Om heard during samadhi was called by all the seers nadabrahma a very great noise), but not a noise that is normally
heard beyond a specific amplitude and limits of decibels
suited to human hearing. Hence the rishis called this sound
Udgith musical sound of the above, i.e., heaven. They also
noticed that the infinite mass of galaxies moving with a
velocity of 20,000 miles/second was generating a kinetic
energy = 1/2 MV2 and this was balancing the total energy
consumption of the cosmos. Hence they named it Pranavah,
which means the body (vapu) or store house of energy
(prana).
(B). TAT SAVITUR VARENYAM:
Tat that (God), savitur the sun (star), varenyam worthy of
bowing or respect. Once the form of a person along with the

name is known to us, we may locate the specific person.
Hence the two titles (upadhi) provide the solid ground to
identify the formless God, Vishvamitra suggested. He told us
that we could know (realize) the unknowable formless God
through the known factors, viz., sound Om and light of suns
(stars). A mathematician can solve an equation x2+y2=4; if
x=2; then y can be known and so on. An engineer can
measure the width of a river even by standing at the riverbank
just by drawing a triangle. So was the scientific method
suggested by Vishvamitra in the mantra in the next portion as
under:(C). BHARGO DEVASYA DHEEMAHI:
Bhargo the light, devasya of the deity, dheemahi we should
meditate. The rishi instructs us to meditate upon the available
form (light of suns) to discover the formless Creator (God).
Also he wants us to do japa of the word Om (this is understood
in the Mantra). This is how the sage wants us to proceed, but
there is a great problem to realize it, as the human mind is so
shaky and restless that without the grace of the Supreme
(Brahma) it cannot be controlled. Hence Vishvamitra
suggests the way to pray Him as under:
(D). DHIYO YO NAH PRACHODAYAT:
Dhiyo (intellect), yo (who), nah (we all), prachodayat (guide to
right Direction). O God! Deploy our intellect on the right path.
Full scientific interpretation of the Mantra: The earth (bhur),
the planets (bhuvah), and the galaxies (swah) are moving at a
very great velocity, the sound produced is Om , (the name of
formless God.) That God (tat), who manifests Himself in the
form of light of suns (savitur) is worthy of bowing/respect
(varenyam). We all, therefore, should meditate (dheemahi)
upon the light (bhargo) of that deity (devasya) and also do
chanting of Om. May He (yo) guide in right direction
(prachodayat) our(nah) intellect dhiyo.
So we notice that the important points hinted in the mantra
are:1) The total kinetic energy generated by the movement of
galaxies acts as an umbrella and balances the total energy
consumption of the cosmos. Hence it was named as the
Pranavah (body of energy). This is equal to 1/2 mv2 (Mass of
galaxies x squre of velocity.)
2) Realizing the great importance of the syllable OM , the
other later date religions adopted this word with a slight
change in accent, viz., Amen and Ameen.
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Bhatinda Fort
The history of Bhatinda Fort dates back 1900
years, to 2nd Century AD. The fort was
reportedly built by Raja (King) Daab and is
reputed to have withstood onslaughts from
the Huns right down to a host of invaders.
The name Bhatinda is derived from a tribe
which dominated the area at that point of time
- The Bhattis.
The fort had served as the twin capital (the
other being Lahore) of the Pal dynasty, who
lost it to the Gazhnavis, the invaders from
Afghanistan. Kutub Ud - din Aibak, who
subsequently became the Sultan of Delhi,
was the Governor of Bhatinda fort.
Razia Sultan, the first woman ruler of India,
was incarcerated here. She jumped over
these very bastions and launched her
unsuccessful attempt to reinstate herself on the throne.
By the mid 18th Century, the fort passed on to the hands of Sikh Rulers of Patiala. It was renamed as Gobindgarh by
Maharaja Karam Singh of Patiala in commemoration of the reputed visit of Guru Gobind Singhji. The fort still houses
two Gurudwaras inside its premises and the Nishaan Sahib (a tall flag pole, with a sword on the top) of one of the
Gurdwaras was put up by the grateful members of Sikh Infantry on their return from the First World War.
The fort is strongly built, and clearly designed to hold on to its own, against any onslaught. There are 32 bastions, the
largest measuring 290 feet at the top. The walls are The walls of the citadel which slope from base upwards are of
extraordinary massiveness and strength, tapering upwards from 53 feet below to 35 feet at the top and rising to a
height of hundred feet.

Turkey, a Muslim Nation, issues
special stamp featuring PM Modi
A personalised postage stamp featuring
Prime Minister Narendra was issued by
Turkey in remembrance of the just
concluded G20 Leaders Summit here.
The stamp of 2.80 Turkish lira bears a
picture of Modi and the Indian national flag.
It has 'Narendra Modi - Prime Minister of
Republic of India' written at the bottom.
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Tree doing splits defying the laws of gravity
Nestled in the Olympic
National Park in
Washington, U.S. Is a
tree that appears to
defy the laws of
gravity.
Hanging on for life, the
tree is stretched over a
large void and has
managed to attach in
place by a few tough
tendrils of root.
The surprising growth
has resulted from the
cliff slowly eroding
over time, but despite
this the giant tree
continues to thrive.

Sadhana
Sadhana, the actor who reigned over Bollywood as its
style icon for many years, passed away in Mumbai on
December 25 after a brief illness. The exact nature of
her illness is yet to be ascertained. The veteran actress
was 74 when she breathed her last at a Mumbai
hospital.
The yesteryear's beauty, who enthralled masses with
her graceful performances in Hindi films in the 60s and
70s, had retired from public life long back. The actress
only kept in touch with her old pals like Asha Parekh,
Helen and Waheeda Rahman.
Sadhana was known for films like Love in Simla,
Parakh, Hum Dono, Waqt, Woh Kaun Thi. She was
married to Love in Simla director Ramkrishna Nayyar
who passed away in 1995. Sadhana didn't have any
children.
The actress who famously introduced the fringe
hairstyle also known as Sadhana cut. She was
awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by IIFA in
2002.
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Diamond trader, playing 'father' to 151 brides,
hosts mass wedding in western India By Ajit Solanki
151 young couples tied the knot at the mass wedding
hosted by Diamond Trader SURAT, India - With the
brides dressed in traditional red and gold embroidered
saris and the grooms wearing long tunics and turbans,
151 young couples tied the knot at a mass wedding in
the western Indian state of Gujarat on Sunday.
The nuptials were hosted by Mahesh Savani, an Indian
diamond trader who has been paying for the weddings
of fatherless women in the city of Surat for several years.
"Only someone who has lost her father can understand
how much a girl needs her dad on her wedding day,"
said Vimla Koringa, 27, as she waited for her wedding
ceremony to begin.
Savani said he first stepped in to play the role of the
father in 2008, when one of his employees died a few
days before the weddings of his two daughters.
Every year since then, Savani has paid for the weddings
of young women from poor families who have lost their
fathers.
Weddings in India are expensive affairs, with the bride's
family traditionally expected to pay the groom a large
dowry of cash and gifts. Hundreds of people, mostly
family members and neighbours of the couple, are
hosted at lavish meals over a number of days, adding to
the cost.
Savani said the wedding and gifts for the 151 couples
would cost more than 50 million rupees ($750,000), with
around 100,000 guests joining in the three days of
festivities that ended Sunday. The sprawling school
ground where the mass wedding was held was
decorated with flowers and lights.
"I see this as something sacred, so I am not counting the
expense," Savani said.

The businessman, who has made his fortune in
diamond trading and real estate, said he saw himself as
a "foster father" to the young women. He gave each of
the brides gold jewelry, clothes, and pots and pans to
set up her new home, much like the dowry given in
traditional Indian weddings.
The brides praised Savani's efforts.
"Ever since my father died two years ago, my mother
has worried about my wedding and how to raise money
for the expenses," said 23-year-old Meetal Gondalia.
"Savani Papa has eased all her worries."
Let us think what India Government is doing
for this Diamond Trader.
Source: https://ca.news.yahoo.com/ap-photosdiamond-trader-playing-father-151-brides153242731.html

Do you wish we had more like them?
HUMBLE PICTURE OF TODAY'S LEADERS .
"Identify the picture, 2 girls here are my daughters. You must
have realised the 2 gentlemen. Today I went to see off my wife
and 2 daughters to Jaipur via train. I quickly loaded their
luggage made them seated and came out of the train.
Everything very usual. Later I got this picture and message
from my wife: next to her seat are these 2 gentlemen Indian
defence minister Manohar Parikar and Olympic silver
medalist minister Rajyavardhan Rathore. To my surprise not a
single security or chamchas accompanying them, no extra
saloon of railways etc. The guys were so humble and simple
throughout the journey was unbelievable. I have seen some
VIP movements in trains and planes, but never like this.
Seeing is believing, I would say India is changing, at least
some VIP culture diminishing.
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What Readers say ...

Poem
Sometimes

Nice information. Liked the youth GBF issue.
I want to thank GBF for nice Panjo Taano function. It
reminded all of us about our rich Bhatia culture and
our Kutch Sanskriti. We met with some of our friends
and our community at a large. It was a nice gathering
and entertaining also. Very nice presentation by all
and particularly by Darshanaben.
I await to hear from GBF on Bhatia Entrepreneurship
Development Programme. Once again thanks to
organisers of and volunteers of nice Panjo Taano
function.
- Ashok Bhatia

Sometimes I feel I want to go back in times
Not to change things, but to feel a couple of things twice
Sometimes I wish I was a baby for a while
Not to be walked in the pram but to see my mother's smile
Some times I wish I could go back to school
No to become a child but to learn how to be cool
Sometimes I wish I could be back in the uni
Not to be a rebel but to understand what I study
Sometimes I wish I was a fresher at my work
Not to do less work but to recall the joy of the first pay
cheque

FANTASTIC! Proud to be a Bhatia.
- Tushar Bhatia
From our father and elders in family, we have heard
with great reverence, about Late Haridas Ashar
(popularly known as Haridas Master).
Appreciate GBF Newsletter's tributes to such a
Guru, who dedicated his life to educate and groom
an entire generation of our community in a relatively
remote city of Mandvi.
Same goes to GT High School for being ahead of its
time in the field of education.
With season's greetings and best wishes for the
New Year.
- Mahendra K Asher, UAE

Sometimes I wish I could marry again all over
Not to change the partner but to understand the ceremony
better
Sometimes I wish my kids were younger
Not because they grew fast but to play with them a bit
more
Sometimes I feel I still had some more time to live
Not to have a longer life but to know what I could give
Since, Never can the times come back that are gone
Let's enjoy the moments as we live them from now on!!

International News about
Hinduism by Rajan Zed

Four Important News Feed from
HENB (Hindu Existence News Bureau).

Diverse faiths pray together in Nevada for Peace & Unity
N. Carolina Hindu Temple consecrating deities with elaborate 3-day rituals
Hindus urge Turkey to portray Hinduism appropriately in textbooks
Iceland government urged to help raise Hindu temple
N. Carolina Hindu temple plans moving ahead despite July shotgun blasts at sign
Hindus urge Oberlin College for careful food labeling
Some “Lords Spiritual” in UK House of Lords should be Hindus
“Hindu Temple” at prestigious Dartmouth College
Designated “Hindu Prayer Room” sought at MIT
Hindus worldwide laud Singapore for allowing Thaipusam live music
Vatican urged to decipher its position on yoga
Hindus laud Maine college for “Hindu shrine”
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Kashmir Hindu migrants get Rs. 2,000 Crore
Rehab package from central govt.
New Lord Shiva temple at
Bhusandeswar to facilitate Hindu
Devotees.
The legend Hindutva warrior and
Ram Janmabhoomi movement icon,
Ashok Singhal passes away.
Research to find ‘X-factor’ that keeps
purity of holy Ganga water as per Hindu belief.

Tata Trusts, Khan Academy Plan to Deliver Edu Online
Move to provide free education in local languages to
poor students across India
Tata Trusts, the principal shareholder of the $109-billion
Tata Group, is seeking to break out of the traditional
approach to education by joining hands with Khan
Academy , an American online teaching provider that
already reaches 2.6 crore students worldwide.
“This is a concept which is refreshingly different,
extending free education and knowledge to anyone,
anytime and anywhere, which can change the world of
the illiterate to literate,“ said Ratan Tata, chairman, Tata
Trusts, which owns three-fourths of Tata Sons. “We
expect this initiative to make a tremendous difference to
present and future generations.“
The five-year partnership will provide free, world-class
education in math and science for anyone who seeks it
in India in local languages. The effort is also to focus on
designing and improving the Academy's contentcreation capacities, primarily for middle and low-income
students in urban areas in the first two years. In the
following three years, the plan is to enter rural areas.
Along with accessing students, the partnership is also
expected to rope in more teachers as content creators
and knowledge seekers who wish to improve their skills.
Student learning levels in India are low. The Annual
Status of Education Report indicates that 75% of
students in Class 5 are unable to handle simple division.
The Khan Academy , founded by former hedge fund
analyst Salman Khan with roots in India, was introduced

to Tata by a common friend. “We connected the dots
very quickly when we started talking a year ago,“ said
Khan.
The success of such an initiative rests on easy access to
the internet, especially for the underprivileged and
those in rural areas. Tata was not particularly perturbed
about this aspect as he feels the government will get its
act together on this. Increasing demand will naturally
trigger rapid expansion of connectivity, he expects.
When Khan began setting up his academy in the US
several years ago, he had to make a choice between
incorporating as a not-for-profit or a for-profit social
enterprise. He chose the former.
“The social returns are much higher in the philanthropic
mode,“ he said. The academy looks and operates like a
typical tech-start up in Silicon Valley but the underlying
core, the value system, is that of a philanthropic
initiative, he said. Khan indicated he was wary of going
the for-profit social enterprise way as these are often
driven by investors and shareholders for whom earning
profit quickly is the primary motive. “Mission drifts are a
common occurrence with for profit social enterprises.“
The focus areas of the partnership will be the creation of
adaptive learning platforms, developing an Androidbased smart phone app that incorporates functionality
of the desktop experience and improving platform
performance. Both Khan and Tata indicated that they
are open to broad collaborations in this space.
Dec 07 2015 : The Economic Times (Delhi)

India visit and future research
The link below gives an idea about the scholarship opportunities available for international students to do their
research degrees;
https://www.aut.ac.nz/study-at-aut/fees-scholarships-and-finance/scholarships/international-scholarships
Apart from these there are faculty level scholarships available for meritorious students. The department also
provides TA and RA opportunities.

Bookworms' Paradise Find Free e-Books
HundredZeros.com
ProjectGuttenburg.org
Free-Ebooks.net
www.immigration.ca/
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Jayapur turns the corner – One year on
Author: Anupam Pandey
On 7th November 2014 Narendra Modi had adopted
Jayapur village situated in the Varanasi Parliamentary
constituency under the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana.
One year on this village which used to be devoid of
basic/fundamental facilities, is ready to greet everyone
in the form of a model village.
“In reality, through Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana
Parliamentarians are not adopting villages, but it is the
villages that have adopted/embraced the
parliamentarians. We all have to direct our efforts to
create model villages.”- PM Narendra Modi

Jayapur village – A Profile
30% of the inhabitants of this village are farmers, 20%
work as farmhands in the fields. 34.1% of the population
are engaged in some form of work. Literacy rate in Uttar
Pradesh is 53% against the national figure of 73%, but
literacy rate in Jayapur stands at 73%. For every 100
males, there are 62 literate females. Jayapur’s malefemale sex ratio is much improved than Uttar Pradesh’s
male-female sex ratio. Village Head Durga Devi despite
being educated till the 8th standard, takes active
participation in promoting cleanliness and also urges the
village folk to send their girl child to school.
Here are some information related to the development
work in the past 1 year, along with some pictures to
illustrate the same:
* 3 nationalised bank branches have been opened in
Jayapur village after being adopted by PM.
* Daily cleanliness drive ( Sunil Singh and Rahul Singh
guide the youth to promote cleanliness on a daily basis)
* Daily Yoga and Medical camps ( to educate the people
about Ayurveda, an Ayurvedic medic Rajkumar has been
conducting health camps since 11th March)
“Modi ji is the owners of values. He knows everything.
There is no need to inform him as to what needs to be
done.” – Durgavati Devi, Village Head

* 400 youth have been registered for the purpose of
employment by the handicrafts department.
* Life- Insurance Corporation of India office has been
established, 16 bio-toilets have been constructed.
* Forest dwellers’ locality has got a complete make over
with model houses being built for 16 forest dwellers’
families. The houses have all the basic modern
amenities.
* In the dalit locality statue of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar has
been put up.
* Atal Nagar: On Poarch Road, a temple along with a
garden nearby has been constructed. Houses with
toilets, washing room, kitchen as well as a big room have
also been built.
* Beautification of the school building, along with the
introduction of higher education in the girl’s school. 5
fans were installed along with a hand pump in the
Primary School.
* Aadhar card and Jan-Dhan accounts were opened for
all the villagers.
* Women Centre and Skill development centre are soon
to be established
* BSNL has approved the setting up of a new tower; for
students a free coaching centre has also been set up.
* A new tradition- to plant 5 trees on the birth of a girl- has
also started. Also, the day of establishment of the village
is to be celebrated.
“in Jayapur village non stop development related work
will be undertaken but to sustain these prorammes will
the responsibility of the villagers” – Ram Naik Governor
of UP
* A State Bank of India branch is operating in the village.
Also, with the opening of a solar powered bank branch by
the Union Bank, crop loan worth more than 35 lakh has
been approved within 2 weeks.

* “Gaushala” construction work has started; primary
school to be powered with the help of solar power;
railway reservation centre established; smart classes
supported by New Zealand’s CDI have started
functioning; as CSR initiative digital classes have been
launched in the primary schools

* Workshops on organic farming have been organised
weekly. (Agri-clinics have been opened to teach the
farmers the benefits of organic farming as well as the
harmful effects of pesticides to the soil.)

* Post office has been established including supporting
services such as speed post and insurance.

* 100 apple plants of special category presented by the
PM have been planted.
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Jayapur turns the corner – One year on
Author: Anupam Pandey
* Addiction –free drives are taken out to promote
awareness against various forms of addictions. An
Ayurvedic Hospital has also been proposed.
* Pipeline is being laid to set up the drinking water pump
facility; also two plants to make cement bricks have been
constructed.
* For travellers’ convenience, waiting shelters as well as
resting places with benches have been set up.
* For working women travelling up to “Rajatalaab”
Bazaar, transport service has taken off. Jyoti, is the first
female bus driver from this village along with her friend
Varsha, who happens to be the bus conductor. 18
women from the village have been given training to
operate bus service between the village and Rajatalaab.
Village men also operate bus services.
*
Computerised sub-post office is successfully
operational; a post office already existed in the village.
* Jayapur is the first village in the state to be illuminated
completely by solar power. There are 2 solar plant of 25
kilowatt power each.
* Modern waiting rooms have been set up. A foundation
for an overhead tank of 2 lakh litre capacity, a pump as
well as the supply pipeline has been laid.
“The work which could not be completed in Amethi in 10
years, has been done in Jayapur in 10 months; Rahul
Gandhi should learn from PM Modi how to transform an
extremely backward village into a model village” –
Ganesh Prasad Dubey, a farmer from Amethi during his
visit to Jayapur
* After creating a nursery for medicinal plants,
preparations are being made for setting up an orchard
full of improved varieties of fruits. After planting 200 Aloe
vera plants, Tulsi and Kalmegh plants have also been
planted.
* A Rural Knowledge Centre has been set up which not
only has a library but also has information available on all
issues related to village folk and farmers.
* A girl’s school along with an air- conditioned
“Aanganbaadi centre” for women and children have
been set up. (the Aanganbaadi centre has been
constructed using earthquake resistant technology,
where even if there is no current, provision has been
made for proper light and fresh air circulation to
continue.)

is being constructed that will supply water from the tank
present in the village itself. 4 mini tube wells are being set
up the boring for 2 of them have been completed. One
such tube well will supply water to 150 village
households.
* Toilets are being constructed outside every house. 300
out of the 430 toilets are ready. The work on constructing
the rest is under way.
* 25 kilowatt of solar power will be generated from each
of the 2 power plants. One such power plant provides
solar power to 250 houses for 24 hours, free for 25 years.
* A 3 km road connecting the main entrance of the village
to the Dalit colony has been completed.
* With the help of Carpet Export Promotion Council two
weaving centers have been set up, and arrangements
for the finished products to reach national and
international markets have been made.
* Visitors to the model village Jayapur includes 3 officials
from a British Company-First State Investment, few
students from Italy and a 10 member group including
doctors , engineers and industrialists.
* A group of American journalists have visited Jayapur
village to study the development work and life style of the
village. Also officials from a motorbike company have
visited the village.
* BHU and Kashi Vidyapeeth students have contributed
in opening up an e library encouraging womenfolk of the
village to utilise computer facilities. A free computer
training centre under National Digital Literacy Mission
has also been inaugurated.
* With the help of Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana 70% of the village youth will be
provided employment by the Ministry of Rural
Development.
* To empower women, and to make them self-sufficient,
a tailoring training center (free) has been opened.
Presently, 2 batches are being trained, comprising 30
women. The centre will be expanded soon to include
more trainees.
Glimpses from Gaurav Gram Diwas Celebrations to
mark 1st Anniversary of Jayapur’s adoption by NaMo
(Author: Anupam Pandey, Senior Associate : CSI &
Member : IEEE)

* Water availability: in every house a pipeline of 2.5 inch
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Big courage on little shoulders….The child who saved his mom's life…
It was peaceful Sunday evening when a young child of four years and his mom
went for a leisurely buggy ride at a park. This was at Five Gardens at Matunga
where all the young kiddos and their parents in the neighbourhood would gather to
have some fun and relaxation at the weekend.
But the Sunday turned out to be a nightmare for Yash Dhaval Kapadia and his
mother Pranoti Dhaval Kapadia when while enjoying the buggy ride, the horse lost
his mental frame and the man controlling the horse lost his grip. The horse
suddenly started galloping at full speed in the wrong direction as if something had
possessed him. There were a number of cars driving from the opposite direction
and one of them rammed into the buggy.
Miraculously Yash escaped injuries as the buggy overturned but the mom did not
have such a lucky escape. The steel rods of the buggy entered the back of her skull
and she collapsed with a bleeding head injury. But young
Yash who picked himself up and found his mom bleeding
and unconscious, instead of panicking or crying took the
courage of approaching the stranger nearby and shared his
dad's mobile number and alerted him immediately about the
accident.
His presence of mind ensured that his father Dhaval
Kapadia rushed to the spot and arranged for his wife's
medical help.
She was admitted in the Leelavati hospital and was in the
ICU for 9 days. But she survived and is now completely
healed all thanks to her young son's presence of mind.
An accident was also mentioned in the Mumbai Samachar
which praised Yash's alertness, quick wit, and timely action.
Yash is seen with his parents Dhaval & Pranoti
Kapadia and his Nana –Nani…Kishore Bhai and Kirti
Ben Dutia (of Chennai.)

The accident took place in 2014.

Forthcoming book - authored by Dr. Mukul Asher

“Age Related Pension Expenditure and Fiscal Space”
This book explores the linkages between age-related
pension expenditures and the fiscal space needed to
fund them, as well as to organize the mix of financing
methods with different risk-sharing arrangements. After
critically assessing the existing models projecting agerelated expenditure in the literature, the book focuses on
the case studies of these inter-linkages in four highlypopulated East Asian countries, namely China,
Indonesia, India, and Japan. Nearly two- fifths of the
global population live in these countries. Therefore, how
these inter-linkages manifest themselves and the
initiatives in these countries for finding fiscal space will

have an impact on how the ageing issues are addressed
globally.
This book does several distinguishing characteristics,
including exploration of inter-linkages between agerelated expenditure and fiscal space, and application of
country-specific methods to explore these linkages,
rather than relying standard macroeconomic model. In
the process, the studies also bring out the limitations of
standardized model used in the literatures. Scholars
and policy makers interested in the subject will definitely
find the book of valuable use.
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What causes climate change?
Earth is a very special planet – its orbits close enough to
the sun to receive a lot of energy, but far enough away
not to be scorched. It is in what you might call the
"goldilocks zone", where the conditions are just right for
life as we know it. To help keep these conditions
constant, our planet is wrapped in a layer of greenhouse
gases. This layer acts like a blanket, keeping the earth
warm and shielding it from the cold of universe. This is
commonly referred to as the greenhouse effect. Carbon
dioxide (CO2), which, while not the most potent
greenhouse gas, is nevertheless the main driver of the
greenhouse effect.
When fossil fuels - coal, oil and natural gas - are burnt
they release CO2 into the atmosphere. Because of this
the layer of greenhouse gas is getting thicker, which is in
turn making the Earth warmer. Thus the ongoing
unlimited burning of fossil fuels is the cause of climate
change. In order to satisfy our endless hunger for energy
we are buring unlimited quantities of fossil fuels. But,
this does not have to be the case, thanks to human
ingenuity there are now smarter ways to make energy.
About Carbon Dioxide
Co2 can be harmless enough when dissolved in a drink –
it adds sparkle to mineral water, soft drinks and
champagne. However, when excess amounts are
released into the atmosphere it can cause untold
damage.
How CO2 causes global warming.
Where does CO2 come from?
In terms of fuels, the main problem is coal. The other key
reason is waste – inefficient use of energy. And in terms
of industries, the main culprit is electricity production –
the power industry.
Culprit coal
The biggest climate polluter is the global power sector
which generates around 40% of all global electricity
from coal. We need electricity - but when you take into
account the true cost of coal there are much better ways
to get it! According to the International Energy Agency
the power sector is responsible for 37% of all man-made
Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions. It creates about 23
billion tonnes of CO2 emissions per year – in excess of
700 tonnes a second. In turn, this CO2 continues to heat

up our planet which poses an unprecedented threat to
us and the environment. Generating electricity through
the burning of fossil fuels, in particular carbon-heavy
coal, has a greater impact on the atmosphere than any
other single human activity.
Coal is the world's most widely available fossil fuel
Weaning humanity off coal will not be easy. There is an
estimated 2 billion people with no access to domestic
electricity, and recoverable reserves of coal exist in
about 70 countries, according to the World Coal
Institute, an industry lobby group (the largest reserves
are in the United States, Russia and China). Coal is
considered a cheap form of energy.
But coal is not cheap - if you have to pay for it all. The true
cost of coal is not found on any balance sheet, but in the
lives and health of people and ecosystems. If the global
power sector could be made fully accountable for the
true costs of pollution and climate change, it would
probably turn away from fossil fuel overnight. Too many
governments still subsidize coal production which
distorts the energy market. OECD countries support
their coal industry with a whopping US$30 billion
annually. Much cleaner renewable energies are
hampered in their ability to compete with a dirty fuel
that is so heavily subsidized. Politicians have the power
to remove fossil-fuel subsidies or, better still, transfer
them to renewable energy.
When the true cost of coal is taken into account,
renewable energy begins to look by far the best option
for a healthy and sustainable future.
Why coal causes so much environmental damage
Coal is the sedimentary organic rock formed from
vegetation that lived millions of years ago. Coal is the
most carbon-rich of all fossil fuels. Burning coal
generates 70% more carbon dioxide (CO2) than natural
gas for every unit of energy produced. Coal is the
sedimentary organic rock formed from vegetation that
lived millions of years ago. The most mature coal variety,
anthracite - hard, black and lustrous - is nearly pure
carbon, and has historically been regarded as useful to
humans because of its high energy content. But dirty
brown coal, or lignite, produces most CO2 per unit of
energy.
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What causes climate change?
Above all, more than a third of all global electricity is
generated from coal - it is the power sector's single
biggest source of energy.
SOLUTIONS
1. Instead of always focusing on producing more energy,
let's save energy by implementing the most energy
efficient devices existing today
2. Promote renewable energy resources
3. Don't ask people to sacrifice their life style, give them
efficient energy devices
4. Push the transition to renewable energy resources.
The climate is changing faster than at any time in human
history, due in large part to the use of fossil fuels.
Transitioning rapidly to a future fuelled by renewable
energy is the single most effective way to stave off
catastrophic climate change. Fortunately this can be
done – in fact is already being done in many countries – in
a cost-neutral way using technology available today,
creating on average more new jobs than those being lost
in the waning fossil fuel industries. Renewable energy is
good for the climate, good for the economy, and good for
business.
5. Focus on education
Although we have already been able to do great things
with solar power, innovative efficiency solutions and
global investments, the thing that gives me most
confidence is the new generation of committed experts
emerging from institutions like the Masdar Institute

6 Landmark Judgements by
the New Chief Justice of India
Justice Tirath Singh Thakur, the senior most Judge of
Supreme Court, was sworn-in as the 43rd Chief Justice of
India on Thursday. Successor of Justice H.L. Dattu, the new
CJI is known for his patient and fair hearings.
63-year-old Justice Thakur became the judge of Jammu and
Kashmir High Court in February 1994 and was then
transferred to High Court of Karnataka in March, 1994 as a
judge. He received his appointment as a permanent judge in
September, 1995, and was elevated as a judge of Supreme
Court in November 2009.
1. Against Meat Ban During a Jain Festival : Known for his
terse remarks in court, Justice Thakur clarified his stand on
the meat ban controversy in Maharashtra with just one line,
saying – meat bans cannot be “shoved down someone's
throat“. In September this year, the Maharashtra state
government had released a notification banning the sale of
meat in Mumbai during the Paryurshan festival period.
However, Bombay High Court issued a stay order on this
notification. This was when a Jain community organization
appealed before the SC that the stay order should be set
aside.
2. On Polygamy: In February 2015, a bench consisting of
Justices Thakur and A K Goel had said that polygamy is not
an intrinsic part of any religion and the government can frame
laws to regulate it. He ruled that a Muslim's fundamental right
to practice Islam did not include polygamy.
3. Of Changes in BCCI : On Jan. 22, 2015, Justice Thakur
gave the verdict that no office-bearer of the Board of Control
of Cricket in India (BCCI) should have any commercial
interest in cricket. This signalled a complete restructuring of
the Indian cricket administration. He classified BCCI's job as
a public function. This came after allegations of match fixing
and betting during the Indian Premier league. Following this
judgement, Narayanaswami Srinivasan was replaced as
President of BCCI.
4. Action Against the Drug Menace : In 2012, a bench
headed by Justice Thakur ordered an official operation to
trace the data of narcotics confiscated in the last 10 years.
This was the first official exercise of this kind. The three year
long operation finally revealed that only 16 lakh kg, out of the
51.4 lakh kg of narcotics confiscated over the last 10 years,
was destroyed.
5. On Compensation for Victims of Crime : On Feb. 27,
2015, a bench of Justice T.S. Thakur and Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel, ruled that in cases where the accused is unable
to pay the required compensation to the victim or his/her
family, then the State government should pay the same
compensation as ordered by the court.
6. For Those Joining the Police Force : In 2014, Justice
Thakur ordered that all those interested in joining the police
force should be strictly inspected, so that anybody involved in
any criminal case cannot join the police force, even if he/she
has been acquitted. “A candidate to be recruited to the police
service must be worthy of confidence and must be a person of
utmost rectitude and must have impeccable character and
integrity. A person having criminal antecedents will not fit in
this category,” said the judgement.
Currently, he is also heading the bench for many important
issues like Ganga cleaning, Saradha chit fund scam case,
One Rank One Pension (OROP) case, etc.
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Glimpses of ‘Panjo Taano - 2015’
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Glimpses of ‘Panjo Taano - 2015’
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What audience says about ‘Panjo Taano - 2015’
Nice Function yesterday (Dec 4, 2015:Panjo Taano). Really enjoyed with family. It reminded us of the rich
Bhatia Sanskruti and our Kutch Culture. Feel Proud to be Bhatia and Thanks to GBF for uniting our
community and organising great events like this (Panjo Taano )

PANJO TAANO-2015: FEEDBACK FROM AUDIENCE
SR ASPECT

EXCELLENT
(%)

GOOD
(%)

Venue
(Tejpal Hall, Laxminarayan Temple Space, Dinning Area)

75

25

2

Sound System

70

20

3

Stage Management

86

14

4

Announcements & Announcers

93

7

5

Cultural Event (Surilo Guldasto)

72

28

6

Dinner – Quality

82

18

7

Drinking Water

68

8

24

8

Time given for the entire event

Enough-44

Short-44

Not Enough-12

9

Manners & Attitude of Volunteers
(Politeness, courtesy,
Responsiveness, Helpful, Caring)

88

11

11

10

Overall Management of the Event

43

14

43

11

Suggestions to improvise this event, next year.
Such Events should be held more often (25%)

1

SATISFACTORY
(%)

10

An Appeal to Youth
Disclaimer

Global Bhatia Foundation invites Bhatia Youth from the Globe to
serve as volunteers. GBF youth has education, sports & cultural
events on its agenda and success of such projects is possible with
the service of selfless volunteers. Contact :
editor.news@globalbhatia.org

Views expressed by the authors need not be assumed as the
views of Global Bhatia Foundation.

All The Copyrights Are Acknowledged.

YOUTH@GBF is an in-house ENewsletter distributed freely to the members of Bhatia community and published from Mumbai by
Global Bhatia Foundation, a not for profit organization.
GLOBAL BHATIA FOUNDATION
1/6, Dossa Mansion, Next to Apna Bazar, Sir P. M. Road, Fort, Mumbai - 400 001 Tel: 9167826768 Email : editor.news@globalbhatia.org
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Website : www.globalbhatia.org

Nitin Sampat
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3 Innovations from the Bright Young Minds at India
International Science Festival, IIT Delhi
The first India International Science Festival (IISF), a joint event of Ministry of Science and Technology and Ministry of Earth
Sciences, was organized at IIT Delhi from December 4-8, 2015. Nearly 4,000 delegates including students, entrepreneurs
and industry experts were a part of the festival and over 500 projects were exhibited.
An app that allows touch free interaction with computers, to a jacket that helps visually impaired people; a garbage
management system to a solar-powered hybrid bicycle – numerous innovative projects developed by young minds from
across the country, increased the charm of the festival.
Participants representing all states had to win district and state-level science competitions to qualify for IISF. One of the
events at the festival was the Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired
Research (INSPIRE), a nationwide science awards programme
organised by Department of Science & Technology (DST). The
INSPIRE Expo featured about 800 projects by students of Classes VIX.
Here are the winners of the event who bagged the top 3 positions:
1. Oza Alay Kumar
Oza clinched gold in this event by designing an artificial tree model that
can turn carbon monoxide into oxygen. He also came up with a wind
tunnel that cleans polluted air by using solar energy. Oza comes from a
city named Mehsana in Gujarat.
2. Ananya Y.R:
Ananya from Kadur in Chikkamagaluru district of Karnataka bagged
silver for her project on biodegradable plastic. Ananya was deeply hurt
after the death of their pet cow that chewed on plastic. Thus she
decided to make biodegradable plastic from cornflour and potato
starch, and worked on the project for six to seven months. She is a
student of class 10 and wants to become a doctor.
3. Prithvi Raj:
Prithvi Raj, a class 10 student from Garwah in Jharkhand, designed a
jacket that can enable visually impaired people to walk
more accurately. He won a bronze medal for this project.
Prithvi Raj's grandmother and uncle are visually impaired,
and he always wanted to make something to help them live
a more independent life.
The jacket has a radio sensor and a vibrator indicator that
is attached to a headset. The entire project is connected to
a mobile application. Once a person selects a route on the
mobile application, the information will be sent to the radio
sensor inside the jacket, which will send signals to the
vibrator and the headset will vibrate accordingly.
“For instance, the left side of headset will vibrate indicating
that the person has to take a left turn and the right side of it
will vibrate if they have to take a right turn. If there is an
obstacle in front of the person, with the help of a PIR
sensor which is installed in the jacket, he/she will get the
information about it. We can alter the length of detection for
obstacles in this model. Not only will the headset vibrate
upon sensing an obstacle, it will also provide information
on alternative directions. So not only it will make it easier for a blind person top walk, it would also prevent any accidents. At
home a person can be given similar indication.
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